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Updates

e Thank you for your continued financial support of the minis-
tries and missions of our church. Online giving is available
through our website, or you may mail your offering to the
church at: Clemmons First Baptist, PO Box 279, Clemmons,
NC 27012.

e If you are using contribution envelopes, please write your
name on the outside of the envelope.

e  Contribution report for October 11th: $13,054.00; designated,
$170.00

e Worship service attendance for October 11th: 9am—43,
11am—93, Sunday school attendance: 101

e Rev. Wade Arnold and his wife, Jessica, joined our church
fellowship on Sunday, September 27. Danny and Peggy Arnold,
Wade’s parents, also joined on September 27. We gladly
welcome these families into the CFBC family!

e On Monday, October 19, we celebrate the five year anniversary
of employment for Norman Lyles. Norman joined us in 2015 as
our Maintenance Custodian. He is a man of numerous skills
and talents. Thank you for five years of service to our church.
We are very blessed to have him on our staff!

e Please consider donating extra bags of Halloween candy for our
“Car”oween drive thru on the 31st. We are expecting a huge
turnout!

WMU Mission Project for Oct/Nov

Please pick up your shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse Operation
Christmas child at the entrances to the church. The filled boxes
are due in the Missions in Action Room on November 16, and then
will be taken to the collection center. Our goal this year is 200
boxes.

Be sure to include small toys, school supplies, clothing, hygiene
items (wash cloth, Ivory soap in a small Ziploc bag, toothbrush and
comb) and $9.00 for shipping costs.

Do not include: Edibles of any kind, toothpaste, breakable objects,
liquids, war toys, mirrors. Customs regulations in some countries
have prohibited placing ANY edibles (including candy) in the boxes.
In addition, it was discovered that children in underdeveloped
counties were eating the toothpaste. We are requesting Ivory
soap because it floats, and many children in foreign countries
bathe in open water.

Words of Grace

| sat on the steps of the Sanctuary looking down upon 30
plus sets of little eyes. Their singing, shouting, and laughter perme-
ated the vast emptiness of the room. With smiles on their faces, |
looked and saw tiny little hands with pointer fingers sticking up as
we all sang to our fullest: “This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it
shine.” When we had arrived at the second stanza: “Hide it under a
bushel-NO!” the intensity of the “No” burst forth and echoed
across the sacred space.

As | sit here and think about all that is going on currently in
our world, that image from Preschool Chapel rings through my
mind. During these times when our world seems broken and frac-
tured, it is the light that needs to shine through. 1 am reminded of
when | was younger, when | was sick with a cold or something else,
Mama would come into my room, place a cold compress on my
head, and open the curtains to let the sunshine fill my bedroom.
The light would be bright and | would always ask what she was do-
ing, and her response would be the same: “Sunlight is the best dis-
infectant.”

In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians he says: “Let light shine
out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Corin-
thians 4:6 NRSV) In Matthew, we find Jesus himself saying: “You
are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No
one, after lighting a lamp, puts it under the bushel basket, but on
the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.” (Matthew 5:14
-15 NRSV)

In other words, we are to let our “little light shine.” During
these days when the love and grace of Christ needs to be more
prevalent in our society, it is up to us to be that light. Wherever
you are, there is “light”, there is Christ. As Jesus would say, “The
kingdom of God is at hand;” the kingdom is here, now, at our
homes, and in our neighborhoods. Wherever you are in your home,
in your neighborhood, or at work, you take the name of Jesus with
you.

May love and light fill us and likewise spill over into our
neighborhoods and our city.
With love and light,
Jeremy

HARD TIMES, HOLINESS, AND HOPE

A SERMON SERTES-TN-L THESSALONTANS
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